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 Community Ventures Closes on Centennial Village Mixed-Use Development  
Eliminating vacancy and creating a multi-generational and mixed-use community in West Parkside 

  
Community Ventures, a non-profit affordable housing developer in Philadelphia has closed on their most 
recent new mixed-use development, Centennial Village. Located in the West Parkside neighborhood, the 
project will revitalize the 1700 block of N 52nd Street between the ParkWest Town Center shopping 
center and the Mann Center in Fairmount Park. KSK Architects Planners Historians designed the 
development, while Stantec provided civil engineering services. Allied Construction will act as the 
general contractor overseeing the one-year construction project. Community Ventures planned Centennial 
Village in partnership with Parkside Association of Philadelphia, the local neighborhood organization, 
with whom they also partnered to renovated 27 homeownership and rental units in 2006. The City of 
Philadelphia Division of Housing & Community Development, the Philadelphia Redevelopment 
Authority, the West Philadelphia Empowerment Zone, the Commerce Department and the Philadelphia 
Housing Authority have provided significant operating support. PNC Bank is providing a major equity 
investment based on Low income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) allocated by Pennsylvania Housing 
Finance Agency. 
 
“The Centennial Village development is much more than a new building; the development will revitalize 
the West Parkside neighborhood, remove all signs of vacancy within these two blocks and provide critical 
affordable housing to neighborhood residents,” said Program Director Troy Hannigan, Assoc. AIA. “The 
goal is to attract commercial tenants that will not only benefit local residents but will also draw others, 
including Mann Center patrons, into the West Parkside neighborhood to eat and shop.” 
 
The Centennial Village development totals 72,209 square feet including 52 new residential units over 16 
buildings and 8,372 square feet of new commercial space. The development includes a 30-unit apartment 
building containing a community room, a rental management office and commercial space on the west 
side of 52nd St. The apartment building is designed to accommodate seniors and those with special needs. 
The east side of 52nd St includes a mixed-use building, four single family homes and the rehabilitation of 
what was formerly a corner bar. The remaining units are scattered throughout the surrounding 
neighborhood, including both rehabilitation and new construction of single-family homes. The units will 
be affordable to persons whose income is below 20% and up to 60% of the area median income level.  
The development also includes the preservation and renovation of a significant community park and 
garden. 
 



KSK Architects’ design includes a mix of traditional and contemporary new construction that respects the 
neighborhood’s rich architectural past but also creates a modern anchor for the neighborhood with the use 
of brick and metal panel. All of the buildings in the development will be highly energy efficient and will 
meet Energy Star 3.0. The two largest buildings will feature solar panels to offset the development’s 
energy consumption. 
 
There will be a ribbon cutting for the development in the fall of 2017. 
 
ABOUT COMMUNITY VENTURES 
Community Ventures is a non-profit affordable housing developer, founded in 1987 to work in 
partnership with neighborhood-based organizations with the goal of improving communities and 
increasing the supply of affordable housing. Where possible, Community Ventures continues to work 
with its locally-based partners over a long period, carrying out a series of projects to establish momentum 
for the stabilization and improvement of the local real estate market. In neighborhoods where the private 
market is strong, Community Ventures aims to preserve or expand affordable housing options. In all of its 
work, Community Ventures strives to achieve the highest levels of environmental sustainability and to 
produce beautiful and high quality neighborhoods. www.community-ventures.org 
 
ABOUT PARKSIDE ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA 
Parkside Association of Philadelphia, PAP, is a community based organization that supports the West 
Parkside community. PAP identifies and accesses social services to promote a better quality of life for all 
of its residents. PAP provides job placement, summer youth employment, resume’ writing, and limited 
computer training for job searching. PAP assists its residents with housing referral service and is also a 
neighborhood food bank for residents in need. Further PAP is often the liaison between the neighborhood 
and city and business services to help them negotiate zoning issues, locating and or expanding an area. 
www.parksideassociation.org 
 
ABOUT KSK ARCHITECTS PLANNERS HISTORIANS 
KSK Architects Planners Historians, Inc., founded in 1966, has a diverse architectural practice dominated 
by housing and historic preservation projects with additional focus on cultural facilities, educational 
facilities, and religious buildings and sites. The firm's work covers the spectrum from museum-quality 
restoration to the adaptive use of historic buildings, and includes new design in historic contexts. All 
projects draw on KSK's expertise in architectural design, building materials, and historical research, and 
many focus on conservation of a specific material or system, or involve a comprehensive approach to 
restoration of a historic building or site. www.ksk1.com   
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